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taken the oath of allegiance, were threatened with assassination.
Within ten days, two magistrates had been fired at; two in-
formers had lately been murdered, as well as a man who insisted
on remaining with his troop. * Immense crowds have assembled,
have cut the corn, and dug the potatoes of the persons now con-
fined for high treason in the county gaols, and in Dublin.3 Ten
barrels of gunpowder had just been stolen from the stores at
Belfast.1 In Down, at least, it was absolutely necessary to issue
the proclamation, and twenty-four magistrates of the county
asked for it. Portland, on the other hand, expressed his earnest
hope that c the tremendous power of proclaiming districts out of
the King's peace, which the law of last session very wisely placed
in the hands of Government, may remain suspended, and that
the awe of it may be sufficient to restore subordination and
tranquillity, without having recourse to more exemplary acts of
severity/ 2 He yielded, however, to the representation of the
Irish Government; some large districts were put under pro-
clamation, and Lord Carhampton was sent to take the command
in the North.               f

The last confidential reports of the Lord Lieutenant during
1796 seem to indicate some slight improvement in Ulster. The
districts round Newry, he said, had been proclaimed with com-
plete success, and were now quiet. Belfast was equally so,
probably through fear of the Insurrection Act. In the county
of Antrim, the magistrates were disinclined to adopt the Act,
and no acts of outrage had lately been committed there, though
the dispositions of the people were unchanged. c I am sorry to
add,' writes the Lord Lieutenant, ctliat Lord O'Neil and some
principal gentlemen of that county seem to have partaken of the
frenzy of that neighbourhood [Belfast], so far as to wish to pass
some resolutions at a county meeting expressive of their opinion,
that a reform of Parliament is necessary to reconcile the minds
of the people at this period/ Lord Carhampton is doing his
utmost to prevent such resolutions from being brought forward.
At Belfast, where Carhampton has been in his magisterial
capacity, lie believes that he has discovered c the designs of a
set of men called the Assassination Committee, who marked out
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